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arranged or facilitated by the same
sponsor.

Responsible officer means the em-
ployee or officer of a designated spon-
sor who has been listed with the Agen-
cy as assuming the responsibilities out-
lined in § 514.11. The designation of al-
ternate responsible officers is per-
mitted and encouraged. The respon-
sible officer and alternate responsible
officers must be citizens of the United
States or persons who have been law-
fully admitted for permanent resi-
dence.

Specialty occupation means an occupa-
tion that requires theoretical and prac-
tical application of a body of highly
specialized knowledge to perform fully
in the stated field of endeavor. It re-
quires completion of a specified course
of education, where attainment of such
knowledge or its equivalent is the min-
imum competency requirement recog-
nized in the particular field of endeav-
or in the United States. Some examples
of specialized fields of knowledge are
public and business administration, ag-
ricultural research, architecture, engi-
neering, computer and physical
sciences, accounting, and print and
broadcast journalism.

Sponsor means a legal entity des-
ignated by the Director of the United
States Information Agency to conduct
an exchange visitor program.

Third party means an entity cooper-
ating with or assisting the sponsor in
the conduct of the sponsor’s program.
Sponsors are required to take all rea-
sonable steps to ensure that third par-
ties know and comply with all applica-
ble provisions of these regulations.
Third party actions in the course of
providing such assistance or coopera-
tion shall be imputed to the sponsor in
evaluating the sponsor’s compliance
with these regulations.

§ 514.3 Sponsor eligibility.

(a) Entities eligible to apply for des-
ignation as a sponsor of an exchange
visitor program are:

(1) United States local, state and fed-
eral government agencies;

(2) International agencies or organi-
zations of which the United States is a
member and which have an office in
the United States; or

(3) Reputable organizations which are
‘‘citizens of the United States,’’ as that
term is defined in § 514.2.

(b) To be eligible for designation as a
sponsor, an entity is required to:

(1) Demonstrate, to the Agency’s sat-
isfaction, its ability to comply and re-
main in continual compliance with all
provisions of part 514; and

(2) Meet at all times its financial ob-
ligations and responsibilities attendant
to successful sponsorship of its ex-
change program.

§ 514.4 Categories of participant eligi-
bility.

Sponsors may select foreign nation-
als to participate in their exchange vis-
itor programs. Participation by foreign
nationals in an exchange visitor pro-
gram is limited to individuals who
shall be engaged in the following ac-
tivities in the United States:

(a) Student. An individual who is:
(1) Studying in the United States:
(i) Pursuing a full course of study at

a secondary accredited educational in-
stitution;

(ii) Pursuing a full course of study
leading to or culminating in the award
of a U.S. degree from a post-secondary
accredited educational institution; or

(iii) Engaged full-time in a prescribed
course of study of up to 24 months du-
ration conducted by:

(A) A post-secondary accredited edu-
cational institution; or

(B) An institute approved by or ac-
ceptable to the post-secondary accred-
ited educational institution where the
student is to be enrolled upon comple-
tion of the non-degree program;

(2) Engaged in academic training as
permitted in § 514.23(f); or

(3) Engaged in English language
training at:

(i) A post-secondary accredited edu-
cational institution, or

(ii) An institute approved by or ac-
ceptable to the post-secondary accred-
ited educational institution where the
college or university student is to be
enrolled upon completion of the lan-
guage training.

(b) Short-term scholar. A professor, re-
search scholar, or person with similar
education or accomplishments coming
to the United States on a short-term
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